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YOUR CHILD PARTICIPATED IN A STRING INSTRUMENT DEMONSTRATION! 
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The Keene School District 

has a long history of excellence 

in music and performance. 

Your child can join this tradition 

by learning a string instrument!

Over the course of your child’s

education, there are many unique and 

valuable benefits that playing a 

musical instrument can provide. 

String Program Expectations 

Instrument: 

Students/parents are expected to provide an instrument to participate in the strings program. 

Options for getting an instrument

1. Rent an instrument from Acoustic Strings in Keene (Recommended rental company by teacher) 

2. Buy an instrument from Acoustic Strings or another music store. (I would recommend only purchasing a 4/4 or full size violin from the recommended rental company because of quality) 

3. Use a previously owned (used) instrument from family member, friend etc. 

4. Use a school owned instrument-limited number available in instances of financial need 

(For more information please is the “how to join Strings” section of this packet.) 

Lesson Book: 

Students/Parents are expected to provide a lesson book. The book we will use is, “New Directions in Strings Book 1,” for your instrument. The cost of the book is $8.99. It can be purchased at Rental Night or from Acoustic Strings at 69 Franklin Street Keene. (603) 357-6479. 

Additional Materials: 

Students/Parents are expected to provide a music stand for home practice. Cost is $16.00. You will also need to provide any item needed to play your instrument such as a shoulder rest, rock stop, etc. (Available at Rental Night) A complete list of required materials for each instrument will be provided at Rental Night and is available upon request.

RENTAL NIGHT OPEN HOUSE! 

 

ALL STUDENTS AND PARENTS JOINING THE STRING PROGRAM ARE EXPECTED TO ATTEND RENTAL NIGHT BETWEEN 3-7 PM

· Please plan to your child so that he or she can be best fit to their instrument with the correct size

· At the rental night you will need to fill-out a instrument rental contract (if you plan to rent an instrument through Acoustic Strings of New England) 

· Please bring with you a form of ID, cash, check or credit card 

· If you plan to use a previously purchased instrument or a family or friend instrument, Acoustic Strings and myself will be available to play test your instrument to make sure it will be acceptable and reliable for your child to use through the school year. 

· You can also pick up your child’s binder that he or she will use through the school year for sheet music and a copy of the String Program Handbook. 


Lessons: 

String lessons will begin the week of October 3rd. Lessons are 30 minutes, once a week during the school day and continue until the end of the school year. Students are expected to bring their instrument on lesson day and to attend weekly lessons. Ms. Schwersky arranges lesson groups after Rental Night. Lesson days and times will be announced prior to October 3rd. 

Practice: 

String students are expected to practice a minimum of 15 minutes a day, 5 days a week for a total of 75 minutes per week. I highly encourage parents to set-up and maintain a quiet place for your child to practice and schedule. Practice is essential for progress, and parents who set aside a time each day set their children up for success. Monthly practice charts will be attached to your child’s lesson book to keep track of assignments.  

Ensembles: 

Ensembles before and after school are strongly recommended but are not required. These ensembles provide for your child a chance to play with a larger group and for concert preparation. Beginner or first year ensemble is offered before school from 7:45-8:15 AM at your child’s school.

Advanced ensemble for students who have played at least one year will meet after school from 3:00-3:45 PM at your child’s school. 

Advanced ensemble will start the week of October 3rd after school 


Beginner or first year ensemble will start October 24th before school from 7:45-8:15. 

How to Join Strings








This section will explain the three steps to joining 

strings in detail. Please read this section carefully. If you have any questions, please contact 

Ms. Schwersky (aschwersky@sau29.org) or Jonathan Daniels School 352-8012

STEP 1: Return Sign-Up Form 

Please fill out the form included in this packet completely, and have your child return it to his or her classroom teacher by FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 23rd. 

STEP 2: Attend Rental Night Open House 

All students and parents joining the string program are expected to attend RENTAL NIGHT any time from 3-7 PM on September 26th at Jonathan Daniels school gym. 

This is one of the most important dates for the program! Please put this date on your calendar and make every effort to attend. If you are unable to be there, please contact Ms. Schwersky (aschwersky@sau29.org) or 352-8012 ahead of time to make arrangements for an instrument and your participation. Your child can still sign up for strings. I would also encourage you to call Acoustic Strings of New England 603-357-6479 to rent an instrument so your child will be able to start lessons on time with everyone else. Acoustic Strings of NE can walk you through the rental process and an instrument can be dropped off at the school for your child to pick up. 

Step 3: Get instrument, book and supplies

There are 4 options for getting an instrument for the strings program. Each option is listed on the next page, as well as procedures to follow during Rental Night. You will be asked to select one of these options on the sign-up form. 

1. Rent an instrument from Acoustic Strings of New England. “Acoustic Strings offers a generous equity program in which 100% of your rental payments build as equity towards the purchase of the instrument you are renting- with no time limit. With rental payments as low as $16 per month plus tax and insurance you can enjoy playing a fine quality instrument throughout your rental period. We maintain and service all our rental instruments at no charge when things like bridges, strings, and bow hair need replacement.” Check the Acoustic Strings of New England website for more information: www.acousticbassofnewengland.com

2. Buy an instrument from a music store. 

I recommend renting for beginners. But, if you decide to buy an instrument I advise that you purchase it from a music store that deals in string instruments and can repair them. I do not recommend buying from the internet (Craigslist, Ebay etc.) because there are a lot of low quality instruments that make it difficult for beginners to keep in tune, break easily and tend to sound, “scratchy.” 

If you have purchased an instrument please plan to bring it with your child to rental night so that the instrument can be play tested and sized for your child. Your child will still need to purchase a lesson book, supplies and pick up a black binder and handbook. 

3. Use a previously owned instrument 

This option is for families who have access to an instrument from an older sibling, family member or friend. If this applies to you, the best thing to do is to take to either Acoustic Strings or a string instrument dealer to have it serviced. If it has been sitting around for a while it may need some work. You may also bring your instrument to Rental Night to have it checked by the Keene Music Staff. If it is not in good condition, you will still be able to rent an instrument that night. 

4. Use a school owned instrument 

If your child is interested in joining the strings program, but cost of renting/purchasing an instrument is prohibitive for your family at this time, there are a limited number of school instruments available on a first come first served basis. Please contact Ms. Schwersky (aschwersky@sau29.org) or 352-8012 for more information about which instruments are available. School instruments will be distributed at Rental Night when you attend between 3-7 PM. 

 I know this is a lot of information, so please do not hesitate to contact me. (e-mail is best) I would be happy to answer any questions you might have. PLEASE KEEP THIS PACKET FOR YOUR REFERENCE! 

I look forward to meeting you and your child! 

Sincerely, 

Amanda Schwersky (Soon to be Mrs. Paul in October.) 

aschwersky@sau29.org 

603-352-8012

Acoustic Strings of New England 

603-357-6479

www.acousticbassofnewengland.com 

Benefits of the Elementary Strings Program





Learning to play an instrument


Small group instruction during the school day


Large Group Ensemble before and after school


Performing concerts in front of an audience


Making new friends 


Developing confidence, self-disciple, and responsibility





Monday, September 26th, 2011


At Jonathan Daniels School Gym





Between 3:00 PM -7:00 PM





Rental Night: 


1. Plan to bring your child


2. Please bring an ID, cash, credit or check


3. Pick up a black binder and String Program Handbook 





Keene Elementary Strings Program has a FACEBOOK page!


First “like” us to view our FACEBOOK page 


Check out weekly videos of lessons given by Ms. Schwersky


Ask questions or give comments about lesson material, concerts and other related program issues


These videos can help you guide your child’s progress and practice each week 


Students can play along with their teacher during these videos! 














1. Return the sign-up form 


2. Attend Rental Night Open House


3. Get instrument, book and supplies














